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INTRODUCTION

Slavery in Black and White is an educational documentary that provides a local 
look at the legacy of slavery and tells part of the story of the church's role in this 
history.

This Study Guide is a companion piece to the documentary and is not intended to 
be comprehensive. It shows the steps that can be taken to address the injustices 
linked to slavery in America. My hope is that it will empower leaders in every city 
and every town across the nation to address the effects of this painful history. 



Dr. Brogdon has served in numerous positions in undergraduate and graduate institutions as 
a professor – Assistant Professor of New Testament and Black Church Studies at Louisville 
Seminary and Religion and Biblical Studies at Claflin University, and an Associate Professor of 
Christian Studies at Bluefield College. He also served those institutions as an administrator –
the founding director of Louisville Seminary’s Black Church Studies Program, Provost at 
Simmons College of Kentucky, and Dean of Institutional Effectiveness and Research at 
Bluefield College. He serves as the new Visiting Professor of Preaching and Black Church 
Studies at the Baptist Seminary of Kentucky and Chair of the Department of Religious Studies 
at Simmons College of Kentucky. 

Brogdon is the author of several books such as A Companion to Philemon (Cascade 2018), 
The Spirituality of Black Preaching (Seymour Press 2016), The New Pentecostal Message? 
(Cascade 2015), Dying to Lead: The Disturbing Trend of Clergy Suicide (Seymour Press 2015), 
Hope on the Brink (Cascade 2013) and No Longer a Slave but a Brother (Scholars Press 2013). 
He has authored numerous journal articles, book chapter essays and magazine articles. 

Dr. Brogdon is also a sought out preacher, lecturer, and panelist. He has lectured at Louisville 
Seminary, the Interdenominational Theological Center, Claflin University, and Radford 
University on nihilism in black America. He was the keynote speaker at a city wide Martin 
Luther King dinner in Dayton OH, and received an invitation to the White House in 2014. Also, 
he is a special guest on Black Politics Today and presents workshops at major conferences like 
the Hampton Ministers Conference at Hampton University, the Global 21 Congress in 
Jerusalem, and the annual congress for the National Baptist Convention of America, 
International (NBCA). Brogdon is an ordained minister of twenty six years and has pastored 
churches in Virginia, West Virginia, Kentucky and Ohio.

DR. LEWIS BROGDON
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The principles in this Study Guide provide a biblical basis upon which this 
work was undertaken. In a small way, this work represents the best of a 
Christian approach to education and learning. In this documentary black and 
white scholars, theologians, ethicists, and ministers connect these principles 
with the discipline of history to develop a Christian model of study long 
neglected in the church and the academy alike. 

This approach transcends the preoccupation with just the who and what of 
history. Instead, we focus on history as both a resource and tool to use in 
order to model Christian belief in the world. In the end, history has a lot to 
do with faith.



Studying History as People of Faith1



Faith in God does not only apply to our individual 

ethics but also to how institutions educate and how 

people learn. Christian educators insist that God is 

an integral part of the educational and learning 

process – inspiring curiosity and wonder, guiding 

seekers into a fuller understanding of truth, 

reminding learners of the importance of humility, 

and giving insight and wisdom in all things. 

What does history
have to do with faith?
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Because God is a part of the educational and learning process, 
there are certain attitudes, dispositions and values that inform 
how we approach history as a field of study, so when we study 
history as people of faith, what we learn impacts us personally 
and those around us.



In Matthew 5, Jesus called his disciples the 
salt of the earth and the light of the world. 
These statements speak to our calling in the 
world and the role our example plays in 
people’s ability to recognize God. 

Salt of the Earth
Light of the World
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BIBL ICAL  PR INCIPLES
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One of the three fundamental truths in the early chapters of Genesis is that all humans are 
created in the image of God. The image of God is not limited to nor defined by racial terms. 
This truth connects the whole of the human family to the creative work of God and means we 
should see one another as persons created and loved by God and worthy of respect and care. 

All humans 
are created 

in the image 
of God.

GENESIS 1

Principle 1



There is more to the study of history than 
knowledge of important persons, dates and 
movements. We study history to better understand 
how the world works today and the things that 
shaped the institutions, beliefs, forces and that 
influence people’s lives today. We study history so 
we can understand and correct things done to mis-
order the world and oppose the gospel. This 
means the principles of justice and righteousness 
inform study and responses to what we learn.

Principle 2
Justice & Righteousness
Amos 5



Great attention should be given to those who 
suffer in the world - hunger and thirst or naked 
and or in jail - because they represent “Jesus” 
and our refusal to attend to “the least of 
these” is interpreted as refusing to treat Jesus 
in humane and loving ways. History can 
provide a lens to help us see people ignored, 
excluded, marginalized and oppressed.  

Principle 3
Caring for the Vulnerable
Matthew 25



Treating others how we want to be treated and 
loving neighbor as ourselves are fundament 
ways to relate to others. This means we have to 
listen to, respect and learn from our neighbors. 

Principle 4
The Golden Rule & Neighbor Love
Luke 6 & 10



Principle 5
The Importance of the Truth

Knowing the truth makes people free or sets 
them free. This means exposure to the truth, 
seeking the truth, and sharing the truth are 
important and a part of our responsibility as 
Christians. In John, people do not like the truth 
but we must share it and speak it nonetheless. 

John 8:32



As Christians we have a shared identity as 
God’s children and a call to the work of the 
gospel and a responsibility to share and use 
all that we have in this work. Having all things 
in common should not be limited to race.

Principle 6
Christians Having All Things in 
Common
Acts 4



Self-examination should be a perpetual 
discipline for Christians, and the focus and 
import of the examination is how one relates to 
others in the body of Christ. It is not a focus on 
one’s piety but rather a focus on one’s 
treatment of others. Studying history helps us 
to see how members of the body treated other 
members and the ways it effects our world, 
which, then, should inform how we treat others.

Principle 7
Self-Examination in Relation
to Others in the Body of Christ
1 Corinthians 11



The example of Christ here is to put others 
before you and empty oneself and sacrifice 
privilege(s) for the sake of others. This means 
we should always be willing to listen to other 
histories and make changes based on what we 
learn. Centralizing our history by excluding 
others does not reflect the example of Christ.

Principle 8
Having a “Christ-like Mindset”
Phillippians 2:1-11



Understanding Slavery2



3 FACTS ABOUT 
SLAVERY

1. Slavery is an ancient practice.
Nations such as Egypt, Greece and Rome were 
slaveholding nations that used slave labor to build an 
empire. America is a member of this group of nations.

2. Slavery exploits and dehumanizes people.
Slavery, at the fundamental level, is a system of labor that 
exploits and dehumanizes large groups of people. While 
there are a few benefits and positive aspects of slavery 
for poor persons, the system is itself is deeply 
problematic. 

3. Slaveholding societies sustain enslavement.
Slaveholding societies learn to use the political system, 
violence and religion to sustain enslavement for long 
periods of time. In fact, it is vital to pay attention to the 
role of religion in slaveholding societies, often justifying 
exploitation, violence, and pejorative beliefs about the 
enslaved. 
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ended between 1863-1865 with the Emancipation Proclamation, the end of the Civil 
War and the ratification of the 13th Amendment - 246 year period.

2. It evolved from a form of debt slavery in the early part of the colonial period for 
Africans, Europeans, and Native Americans to a racialized form of chattel slavery for 
millions of Africans. 

3. It built the economic, political, and social infrastructure of the country and created 
extensive wealth for whites while shutting blacks out systems and institutions their 
labor built. 

4. It divided three major Christian denominations, led to the creation of segregated 
churches, and a bloody war.

5. It continued after 1865 through the “Black Codes,” Jim Crow segregation, 
thousands of lynchings, the creation of ghettos in the north, and hundreds of 
thousands of false arrests that forced blacks to labor camps throughout the south. 
These things led to decades of racial unrest, the Civil Rights Movement under 
Martin Luther King, Jr., and laws and policies to address racism.



Christianity in America Has a Troubled History3
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For many years, white churches did not 
allow Africans to join their churches and 
be taught the gospel. They also did not 
allow Africans to worship God freely 
and pray to God but rather placed 
restrictions on them in worship. Some 
churches excluded blacks altogether.

White Churches



James Birney’s book The American Churches: 
The Bulwarks of American Slavery demonstrates 
the extent American churches were guilty of 
supporting the system of slavery in the 
antebellum period. For example, he found that 
ministers, office bearers, and members of 
churches were slaveholders. Christians 
participated in the buying and selling slaves.

Churches were deeply involved in 
slavery.



Churches gave moral support to 
slavery in two ways:

1. By not consistently and forcefully opposing the 
evils of slavery (the auction block, whipping, unjust 
laws) and racism; and 

2. By actually advocating and supporting racists 
and oppressive ideas and beliefs. White churches 
gave biblical and theological support for slavery. 
Some used the Bible to justify African slavery in 
America and to defend racist beliefs about Africans 
(ex. the curse of Ham, the inferiority of blacks, and 
the belief that God ordained the separation of the 
races).



Churches benefitted economically from the enslavement of Africans (ex. 
accepted and used money from slaveholders). Money from slavery built 
many churches, Christian institutions and families whose wealth (land, 

inheritances, etc.) are connected to slavery (immoral activity that was legal). 



Later generations of white Christians and churches 
rarely corrected its support of slavery and racism 
and addressed the damage caused. They also 
ignored the continuing impact of the structural 
and systemic effects of slavery and racism. 

Martin Luther King, Jr. was very troubled by the 
resistance and apathy he encountered by white 
Christians. Some chose to issue an apology, not 
repent and repair what was done. The tendency to 
soft peddle will be one of many reasons successive 
generations of white Christians support things like 
Jim Crow segregation, convict leasing and the 
prison industrial complex. 



How religion can be used as a social 
control

Hans Baer and Merrill Singer book, African 
American Religion: Varieties of Protest & 
Accommodation (2002) argues that Christianity 
performed five functions on behalf of slavery. 

Three are listed below:

1. Christianity provided ideological rationale for 
the enslavement of Africans and social 
cohesion for white society;

2. Christianity was used to pacify and subdue the 
slaves; and 

3. Christianity helped enhance the profitability of 
the slaves by ensuring their willingness to work 
hard under adverse circumstances (God 
wants/blesses slaves who work hard).



In America, the 
Christian religion 
was used in abusive 
and exploitative 
ways that are 
ignored today in 
Christian Colleges 
and Universities and 
its theological 
institutions.
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HARD QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION

If you are a European American Christian, you should ask yourself this question: “Given the fact that 
major streams of Christianity supported slavery and segregation, what were my Christian forbears doing 
during the hundreds of years this was going on? The answer should provide insight into what your 
churches are doing now in face of continuing injustices against African Americans. The answer should 
also prompt you to decide which side of history you want to be on and not assume that if you lived back 
then you wouldn’t have supported slavery and segregation.   

If Christianity played a major role in the history of slavery and racism in America, why do churches ignore 
this history and its destructive and inequitable effects – past and present? Does this respond contradict 
Christian teachings and values taught in Scripture?

When did the religion of the white “Christians” that supported slavery and Jim Crow segregation die or 
cease to exist or repent - or - when did the religion of white “Christians” that allowed scores of other 
whites to remain silent in the face of this human and civil rights scourge change it stripes? Why is this 
question important today?



Martin Luther King, Jr. on the Impact of Slavery on 
African Americans and America4
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Because God is a part of the educational and learning process, 
there are certain attitudes, dispositions and values that inform 
how we approach history as a field of study, so when we study 
history as people of faith, what we learn impacts us personally 
and those around us.
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JIM CROW SEGREGATION
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THE RES IDUAL EFFECTS OF SLAVERY

One of the things that Dr. King exposed about this country was its 
dark history of slavery followed by a new system of oppression 
called Jim Crow segregation. King was clear about the residual 
effects of slavery. He believed that centuries of slavery did two 
things: 

(1) It afforded whites legal, economic, and social benefits; and 
(2) It deprived blacks of legal, economic, and social benefits that all 

citizens are entitled to in a democracy. 
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“The first Negroes landed on the shores of this nation in 1619, one year ahead of the Pilgrim Fathers. 
They were brought here from Africa and, unlike the Pilgrims, they were brought against their will, as 
slaves. Throughout the era of slavery the Negro was treated in inhuman fashion. He was considered a 
thing to be used, not a person to be respected. He was merely a depersonalized cog in a vast 
planation machine. 

The famous Dred Scott decision of 1857 well illustrates his status during slavery. In this decision the 
Supreme Court of the United States said, in substance, that the Negro is not a citizen of the United 
States; he is merely property subject to the dictates of the owner. After his emancipation in 1863, the 
Negro still confronted oppression and inequality. It is true that for a time, while the army of occupation 
remained in the South and Reconstruction ruled, he had a brief period of eminence and political 
power. But he was quickly overwhelmed by the white majority. 

Then in 1896, through Plessy v. Ferguson decision, a new kind of slavery came into being. In this 
decision the Supreme Court of the nation established the doctrine of “separate but equal,” without the 
slightest intention to abide by the “equal.” So the Plessy doctrine ended up plunging the Negro into 
the abyss of exploitation where he experienced the bleakness of nagging injustice.”

DR .  MAR TIN LUTHER K ING,  JR .
NON-V IOLENCE & RACIAL  JUSTICE  (1957 )
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“It is true that many white Americans struggle to attain security. It is also a hard fact that none had the 
experience of Negroes. No one else endured chattel slavery on American soil. No one else suffered 
discrimination so intensely or so long as the Negroes. In one or two generations the conditions of life 
for white Americans altered radically. For Negroes, after three centuries, wretchedness and misery still 
afflict the majority…Despite new laws, little has changed in his life in the ghettos. The Negro is still the 
poorest American – walled in by color and poverty. The law pronounces him equal, abstractly, but his 
conditions of life are still far from equal to those of other Americans…The tragedy of the present is that 
many newly prosperous Americans contemplate that the unemployable Negro shall live out his life in 
rural and urban slums, silently and apathetically.”

DR .  MAR TIN LUTHER K ING,  JR .
NEGROES ARE NOT MOVING TOO FAST (1964 )



Vicious Cycle of Ignorance, Misunderstanding, and 
Blaming5



Dishonest 
Dialogue

Ignorance

Misunderstanding

Blaming

One of the fundamental problems we have in society is our inability to even talk about what 
was done historically and the structures today that benefitted from centuries of injustice. 
There is often a vicious cycle of ignorance, misunderstanding, and blaming that prevents 

honest dialogue that leads to understanding, healing, change, and reconciliation. 



Thomas Shapiro’s book The Hidden Cost of Being African American discussed the impact of this act on the racial wealth gap today. In U.S. history government policies have been very 
effective in giving other kinds of families stack-ups to acquire property and assets. The Homestead Act began in 1862 provided up to 160 acres of land, self-reliance, and ultimately wealth to 
millions of American families. This remarkable government policy set in motion opportunities for upward mobility and a more secure future for oneself and one’s children by giving nearly 1.5 
million families title to 246 million acres of land, nearly the size of California and Texas combined. One study puts the number of homestead descendants living today at 46 million adults. This 
means that up to a quarter of the adult population potentially traces its legacy of property ownership, upward mobility, economic stability, class status, and wealth directly to one nation 
policy.- a policy that in practice essentially excluded African Americans. (190).

1. Most people are not educated about this history and do not know that these things happened (ex. the 
impact of the Homestead Act of 1862 or the history and impact of redlining in urban centers)¹

2. There is a popular and partial historical narrative that valorizes the country as a place of freedom 
and opportunity for all people. This narrative ignores what was done to Native Americans (history of 
genocide) and African Americans (history of slavery, segregation, and discrimination). 

3. In spite of the fact that some black and white scholars have been correcting the one-sided and partial 
historical narrative that prevails in the country, their writings and ideas have not been widely read and 
utilized enough to alter the perception of the masses of people;

4. Because of these things, most white Americans think that the reason the African American 
community struggles today is because they lack the motivation, will, work ethic, and moral fiber 
to succeed and advance their cultural aims. They blame the victims of this history. While all humans have 
free will and moral agency and are responsible for their choices, to ignore centuries of legal barriers, 
immoral systems of violence and exploitation, and the social institutions that support these things is 
deeply problematic.  

WHY THIS  V IC IOUS CYCLE?
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There is also a false narrative of progressing from 
enslavement to freedom and complete restoration. 



There is a popular narrative in history books in public schools of the journey of African 
Americans that begins with slavery and ends with people like Barack Obama and Oprah 
Winfrey. The history is written to distort the truth and give a false impression that the effects 
of slavery and structural racism have been overcome. However, no serious student of 
American history would support that narrative. 

IT IS NOT TRUE! IN FACT, IT IS A LIE.

Yes, freedom and progress have their place in African American history. However, there are 
other aspects of the history that caution us against any narrative of progress that ends with 
the complete restoration of the black community. 

One of the seminal learnings I have taken from the field of Black Studies is that the legacy of 
slavery still influences the black community and country as a whole. There are careful 
historical, legal, economic, religious, sociological, anthropological, and ethical studies done 
by scholars in these fields that show real connections, implications, and lingering effects of a 
society built on slavery.



The main reason such a narrative is false and utterly ridiculous is because 
it is based on bad math. The truth is, Blacks were enslaved in America 
longer than they have been free. Most of our history in this country has 
been characterized by legalized oppression and discrimination.

• 1619-1865 – 247 years
• 1866-1969 – 104 years
• 1970-2018 – 48 years

Just think for a moment of how many generations of blacks were 
enslaved or lived during the era of legal segregation and discrimination. 
Now subtract those years from the four hundred years Africans have 
been in America and that should give some context to issues still 
confronting our communities. 



I am not saying America is still a slaveholding society or that society has not changed since 
slavery. It has changed but there are also lingering effects of slavery that continue to affect 
this country as a whole and African Americans in particular. 

There is a difficult and long transition from enslavement to freedom to justice and healing 
and lastly true prosperity and the transition is still in process. Freedom has to be real, not 
pseudo-freedom like African Americans experienced after the Civil War. Freedom comes 
with legal rights and protections and equal access to social and material resources. 

The history shows that African Americans have been on a cyclical journey and process, of 
intergenerational progress and regress. 



PREJUDICE AND RACISM 
ARE NOT THE SAME

Not only do people not understand the history of slavery 
and the role it played in the institutions and wealth of the 
country, many do not understand the difference between 
prejudice and racism. To conflate the two creates 
misunderstanding and a breakdown in understanding. 

I have found Beverly Tatum and David Wellman’s work very 
helpful in understanding the difference. Tatum says the 
following: “Many people use the terms prejudice and racism 
interchangeably. I do not, and I think it is important to make 
a distinction.” According to Wellman…”prejudice does not 
offer a sufficient explanation for the persistence of racism. 
He defines racism as a system of advantage based on race.”

This definition of racism is useful because it allows us to see 
that racism, like other forms of oppression, is not only a 
personal ideology based on racial prejudice, but a system 
involving cultural messages and institutional policies and 
practices as well as the beliefs and actions of individuals. In 
the context of the U. S., this system clearly operates to the 
advantage of Whites and to the disadvantage of people of 
color.

Another definition of racism is “prejudice plus power.” In 
other words, racism is best understood this way - racial 
prejudice combined with social power – access to social, 
cultural, and economic resources and decision-making. This 
invariably leads to the institutionalization of racist policies 
and practices. Tatum’s definition helps us to see racism as 
systemic or structural issue, not a matter of individual 
prejudice.

Beverly Tatum, Why Do All the Black Kids Sit Together in the Cafeteria 
(pp. 7-8).



RACISM IS  
STRUC TURAL  EVIL

Racism is structural. This means that it is 
not just limited to the negative 
experiences that blacks have as a result 
of constant encounters with white 
Americans who think that Blacks are 
inherently inferior. The real teeth behind 
racism are most evident in the 
institutions and structures upon which 
American society rests. People with racist 
attitudes who hold the levers of control 
in society can make life very difficult for 
those lacking such control. This is what I 
refer to as institutional racism. Many 
Christians cannot address racism 
because they only look for it in 
individuals. Their understanding of 
racism is solely individualized. They are 
not trained to see how racism persists 
and thrives because institutions are built 
upon racial inequality and injustice.

White persons and institutions 
  
 

Gap deliberately imposed by 300 + years of slavery and legal discrimination      
(systems create disparities) 

 
 
     
 
 
 

 Black persons and institutions 

SLAVERY AND SEGREGATION CREATED AN UNJUST SOCIETY

THAT IS MISORDERED.



Why the History of Slavery and Racism Matter for 
the Church6



If the church is going to be an agent of justice, 
healing, and reconciliation, we need to 
understand what happened in the society that 
we are called to give witness to the gospel and 
the impact slavery and segregation had on the 
country at every level. This kind of ministry 
requires us to study the effects of slavery. We 
need to analyze it and assess its impact so we 
can address it – correct, repair, and reconcile 
the broken. 



Chart: Studying the Impact of Slavery in America

Slavery did two big things: it dehumanized and 
exploited economically Africans for centuries. 



Slavery’s impact must be assessed in order to be 
corrected, repaired, and healed. In order to do this, 
we must focus on justice and not equality. Equality is 
an American value but justice is a biblical/Christian 
value (belief). Prioritizing justice is the only way to 
remedy systemic racism and the legacy of slavery. 

Once the system has been corrected and wrongs 
repaired, then we live in society where equality is real. 
But to use free labor to build an empire/wealth that 
will benefit you and your descendants for centuries 
and think an apology or denial that the system does 
not privilege you does not help bring restoration and 
healing. It also does not reflect Christian values.

FOCUS ON JUSTICE
NOT EQUALITY



Question: How does a society correct a system like this – by advocating for 
equality or justice? 

If society is structured in an unjust manner doing things in an equitable manner 
today does nothing to address and correct the fundamental ways society is 
structured. Equality only leaves the unjust structure in place. 

That is one reason there are significant disparities in the U. S. However, justice 
calls for a fundamental reordering of society in ways that reflect biblical God’s 
vision for the world. The question is, “what is justice?” 



Walter Brueggemann gives an answer in the book 
To Act Justly, Love Tenderly, Walk Humbly: An 
Agenda for Ministers (1997). He defined justice as 
“to sort out what belongs to whom and to return it 
to them” (5). Therefore injustice occurs when 
others do not get what is rightfully theirs. 
Brueggemann rightly explained that “through the 
uneven workings of the historical process, some 
come to have access to or control of what belongs 
to others” (5). 

This understanding of justice challenges those 
who have been traditionally privileged to give up 
what they’ve been taught is entitled to them. 
Those who have to relinquish their privilege have a 
lot to lose if justice is to become a reality. For him, 
liberation and salvation “is the work of giving 
things back” (5). The story of Zacchaeus in Luke 
provides an example of what it means to do this 
(19:1-10). 



Conclusion

Three Lessons That 
History Teaches Us



The Church is not always on the right side of history 
during times of social crises and controversy. If one 
studies the various responses of Christians and its 
churches/institutions during times of crises and 
controversy (slavery, genocide, segregation, Holocaust, 
crusades, etc.), as I and many others have, one could 
discern three common responses:

1. A small group of persons who resist, stand against, 
and fight evil often at great personal cost.

2. A large group that fights to defend and uphold evil 
and injustice. They do not see it as evil but rather as 
necessary, normative (how things are), and good.

3. A large group of people that bury their heads in the 
sand, try to ignore what’s going on around them, or let 
it work itself out. In other words, they say and do 
nothing, sometimes claiming it is not the church’s role 
to weigh in on such issues. 
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You, your families, and the churches you attend are already deciding where you 
fit in this protracted struggle for justice, healing, and reconciliation. This 
documentary and study guide are resources for you to think about what role you 
want your life and work to play in addressing these things. 

If you are knee deep in the fight against injustice, keep on keeping on. If you are 
looking the other way and being silent, I hope you will speak up and join others 
who are doing this hard yet important work of giving witness to the gospel of 
Jesus Christ and his kingdom.



DISCUSS ION GUIDE

Instructions to facilitator: The running time of the documentary is 1:19 minutes so it is best to schedule a two hour block of
time for the overall program. Begin with a welcome and introduction of the evening. Encourage viewers to write down
questions or observations so they can be discussed and shared. Show the documentary. After the documentary, begin the
discussion using the following questions.

1. Did you learn anything new or something that interests you about slavery?
2. Of the three quotes used to talk about the long-term effects of slavery, which one struck a nerve and why?
3. As African American pastors discussed the material effects of centuries of slavery, what were some of the specific

connections they sought to make? What examples did they give? What would you add if you were interviewed?
4. What role does social justice work play in addressing the effects of slavery according to Dr. Kevin Cosby?
5. What insights did Rev. Joe Phelps and Rev. Erica Whitaker share about the important role white churches play in

addressing the history of slavery and racism in America?
6. Rev. Whitaker said, “if we are not willing to go to the cross we have no right showing up at the tomb of resurrection.”

What does she mean and what connection is she making for white Christians?
7. Dr. Scott Williamson read a quote from Frederick Douglass where he said the greatest problem with America during the

antebellum period was that they were too religious. What did Douglass mean by this?
8. Dr. Shannon Craigo-Snell mentioned a path for white Christians to take. What is that path and what would it look like for

you to take it?
9. What do you think about The Angela Project and its vision for churches to help begin a new four hundred year trajectory

in race relations? Is it achievable, why or why not?
10. What was your general impression of the documentary – what did you think, what did you feel, do you believe small acts

of generosity and social justice work can really make a difference in this history?



NOTES



THANK YOU


