
God Loves Blackness
Unlearning Whiteness and Developing 

Habits of True Solidarity



God Loves Blackness

Theology MATTERS!  

Theology is ALL AROUND US!

“The symbol of God functions.” 
(Elizabeth Johnson, She Who Is:  The Mystery of God in 
Feminist Theological Discourse)



God Loves Blackness

The responsibility to interrogate—to uncover or to 
expose—theology’s whiteness. 

Black and Womanist Theology as centrally 
significant to Christian thought, life, and practice.



Theology 
Matters 
(Aesthetically)

Aesthetics—concerned with beauty; use of 
image, sound, stone, or sign to 
communicate, evoke, or imagine.

What makes the white church racist is the 
persuasive belief that European and White 
aesthetics, music, persons, and theology, 
and only these, are standard, normative, 
universal, and true.

When we talk about what makes 
something Christian in America, the 
default is always to that which reflects a 
white cultural aesthetic.



Sonic Theology

Billie Holiday, ”Strange Fruit”

A popular song of sonic 
opposition to racism and 
lynching.

The popular protest song 
affirming the sacredness and 
worth of black bodies and 
people.



Visual 
Theology
Monument to Confederate 
soldiers

White theology “cut in 
stone.”

Icon (a sacred image used 
for religious devotion or 
veneration)

Idol (graven image—
replacing God with a created 
thing--ideology)



Visual Theology

A Memorial Rally, 
Graham, NC, July 2015

Monument and Rally 
embody and perpetuate 
“the lie.”



God Loves 
Blackness

What is needed?
(and this is a life-project for white people)

Decenter from Whiteness—Leave the world built 
by and for Whites.

Know and understand the world as Black people 
experience, know, and understand day-to-day life 

in America.

Reimaging the World and Church



Visual Theology

”Fear Not I Got You,” 
Margo Humphrey

“Our Lady of Ferguson,” 
Mark Dook



Visual Theology

“Mama,” Kelly Latimore



Visual Theology

“The Creation of God,” Harmonia Rosales



Visual Christology

“Black Jesus on Velvet,” Craig L. Gidney “Jesus of the People,” Janet McKenzie



”Hope is invented 
every day.”  

James Baldwin

“Baldwin Blooms,” Charly Palmer


